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Regulating Toxic
Chemicals

Do we know enough about chemical risks?

hemicals are integral to many everyday products,
from electronics and toys to building materials and
household goods. But environmental, health and
consumer advocates say the agencies responsible
for protecting Americans from exposure to harmful chemicals are
allowing too many dangerous substances into the market without

testing them for toxicity. Some goods, such as medicines, are tested

Children may be more vulnerable than adults to toxic
substances because their bodies are still developing,
they absorb more contaminants in proportion to their

not go through premarket safety screening. Many concerns focus on body size and activities like crawling and
mouthing objects expose them to more risks.

for safety before they can be sold, but many common products do

infants and young children, who are especially sensitive to toxic

hazards. Chemical manufacturers say the existing regulatory system

works effectively and can be tightened to address new concerns,
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